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(Editor’s Note: Our senior member Earl W. Korf became a silent key 23 November 2003. This issue is 
dedicated to his memory. The Salute to Earl that appeared in the November 1993 issue of the World Wire- 
less Beacon is again reproduced to honor his service to the profession and our organization.) 


A Salute to our "Top Ticketed'' Member, Earl W. Korf - K21C 


(Portions excerpted from Spark Gap Times January, 1993 - Editor) 


Nineteen years ago, in its issue for October, 1974, the radio amateur magazine QST ran an article highlighting the achieve- 
ments of some very experienced radio pioneers by listing the licenses they held. Among them was our own Earl W. Korf, 
613-SGP, K2IC. 


QST listed Earl's 1974 tickets: First Class Radiotelephone, First Class Radiotelegraph with aircraft and marine endorse- 
ments and continuous renewals since 1924, U.S. Coast Guard Merchant Marine Radio Officer's License and Extra Class 
amateur license. Earl's other licenses issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) were: Flight Navigator, Flight 
Radio Operator, Airline Dispatcher and Private Pilot. Earl still holds those licenses today at the age of 89! 


He is also one of a small group who were regular flight crews of civilian aircraft which flew military missions during 
World War II. Just a few months ago, the United States Air Force at last recognized that service by issuing Earl and his 
comrades certificates of Honorable Discharge as of August 8, 1945. 


Earl received his original amateur license in 1919 at age 15 with call 6WX. Deciding on a seafaring life, he shipped on the 
barkentine Mary Windelman as cabin boy, only to be shipwrecked in Samoa in 1923. Undaunted, he shipped on two other 
sailing vessels and then went to work ashore at Naknek, Alaska as a radio operator at station KHT from 1928 to 1930. His 
career then turned toward aviation where he worked for some 42 years. For 17 of those years he was a flight radio operator 
on overseas flight for TWA and Seaboard airlines. He then served 25 years as a flight navigator. 


During WW II Earl was a navigator on civilian transport aircraft flying for the U.S. Army. During that duty tour he had 
some now-famous passengers. He flew Gen. James Doolittle home after his Tokyo raid; flew Gens. Dwight Eisenhower 
and Mark Clark to London, had President Franklin Roosevelt on a flight to Casa Blanca and twice Mme. Chaing Kai-Shek 
was his passenger on flights to China over the "Hump" in the Himalayas. 


One of those trips, Earl's most harrowing, was a DC-4 flight taking Mme. Chiang from the USA to China with her cargo of 
washing machines, radios and refrigerators. The cargo increased along the way as people showered her with gifts. At maxi- 
mum gross weight the DC-4 captain made a poor decision to fly the "Hump" from Gaya to Chungking at night. He forgot 
that all navigational aids would be turned off and that flying the "Hump" at night was prohibited. After four hours, flying 
through thunderstorms, turbulence and icing conditions, it was decided there was nothing to do but try to make it back to 
Chabua before running out of fuel. With its excessive cargo the DC-4 could not fly above 17,000 feet. It was a weary night 
as they weaved their way among 22,000 foot mountain peaks. 


(continued next page) 
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They had been directed to maintain 
complete radio silence, but as the 
plane neared what they thought might 
be Chabua, Earl's plane broke silence 
and requested that a beacon be turned 
on. 


The ground crew, thinking that the 
aircraft might be Japanese trying to 
home in on the beacon, refused the 
request Only after Earl had several 
crew members speak to the ground 
station in American slang did the 
ground crew grant the request. The 
DC-4 landed at Chabua with less than 
20 minutes fuel remaining. It was a 
night to remember but not to repeat, 
as Earl completed his wartime flying 
with 815 ocean crossings. 

Earl Korf and his wartime friends 
who flew the "Hump" and served in 
the China-Burma-India (CBI) theatre, 
have their own memorial organiza- 
tion, The Old China Hands. It oper- 
ates several amateur nets and num- 


bers some SOWP members among its ~ 


supporters. 


Earl recalls how in 1967 he thought 
he might go back to sea and sail to 
Viet Nam with military cargoes. He 
studied hard and received his U.S. 
Coast Guard license, as a merchant 
marine Radio Officer, a new require- 
ment Events led him back to flying, 
however, and he signed on with Sea- 
board World Airlines as a navigator 
making several flights to Viet Nam 
on cargo - transport aircraft. 


Today, Earl Korf is one of SOWP's 
most senior members. He is also one 
of our most active. If you tune your 
amateur receiver to SOWP's regular 
CW nets, you will hear Earl's familiar 
"fist" operating his station, K2IC. He 
is there year in and year out, demon- 
strating the skills that have made him 
our "Top Ticketed" member. Salud! 


Sy ee 


PRESIDENT’S 


MESSAGE 
Ben Russell 
SOWP 1853-V, N6SL 
e-mail N6SL@bellsouth.net 


On November 23rd, 2003 we lost one 
of our most famous members: Earl 
Korf, K2IC. Earl died at home after a 
long battle with prostate cancer. He 
was always one of the first ten in our 
annual roundup and was very active on 
all of our CW nets. Earl had a very 
active life in both aircraft and radio ac- 
tivities. He received his first amateur 
licenses in 1924 and was issued the call 
6WX. From 1924 to 1930 he went to 
sea mainly on the West coast and Alas- 
kan waters and was a coast station op- 
erator a year in Alaska. In 1930 he 
joined TWA as a ground radio operator 
and later as a Flight Radio Officer and 
Navigator. He navigated planes that 
took President Roosevelt to and from 
Yalta during WW2, and brought back 
Jimmy Doolittle from Karachi to the U. 
S. after the raid on Tokyo. He navi- 
gated planes with many other VIP's 
during his career with TWA. In sum- 
mary Earl had 15,500 flight hours, over 
1,400,000 airborne miles, and 815 
ocean crossings. 


I propose to name our annual roundup 
the "Earl Korf K2IC Roundup" to keep 
him in our memories into the future. 
Don't forget to join us in the next 
roundup which begins Friday January 
15th through January 17th, 2004. 


We are looking for a volunteer to help 
Waldo Boyd with the day to day opera- 
tion of the society. Please let Waldo 
know how you can help the cause. 


EXECTIVE SECRE- 


TARY’S COLUMN 
From Secretary Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


September/December 2003 


The hour is 03:00. One might 
say that I have the Mid-Watch. 
My situation is not unlike former 
times when, serving as the ship's 
Sparks, I performed my duties 
with transmitter, receiver, type- 
writer and brass key at the ready. 
I awakened at this early hour 
while most of the Krewe (that's 
all SOWP members reading this 
report) were sleeping, its sub- 
stance forming half unbidden in 
my terra incognitum (mind), 
urging me to arise to this action. 
The "Mid-Watch" has its imme- 
diate advantages --interruptions 
in train of thought and fingers- 
to-keys are rare. "Sparks" and 
organization officers have a lot 
in common - they are at their 
most productive when working 
in isolation. 


Think back and envision the re- 
ality of 100 years ago: Telegra- 
phy by wire from point to point 
was a fact, and a cadre of in- 
spired operators were arising out 
of the general population to put 
the miracle of electricity to work 
in a wondrous new way - instant 
communication across the open 
sea. An obvious technical diffi- 
culty - that of stretching copper 
wire to include ships at sea in the 
web - was breached through a 
most unlikely method. Rather 
than stretch the wire, cut it, and 
cause the current to leap across 
the cut while trapping a portion 
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of that energy in a coil of that 
self-same wire. Boost the mes- 
sage into the air on the invisible 
warp and woof of reality itself. 
The energy of moving electrons 
would bridge the gap of space 
through the miraculous mecha- 
nism of resonance incorporating 
an interplay of inductance and 
capacity in a "tuned circuit." 


As you have noted in this issue 
of our World Wireless Beacon, 
we are bidding "...fair seas and 
following winds..." to our Sen- 
ior Spark Gap Pioneer, Earl 
Korf. Earl was 15 years ahead 
of me in becoming spellbound 
by the discoveries of Maxwell 
and Morse, and as I bring to 
mind my own earliest memories 
of intense fascination and inti- 
mate intercourse with spark 
coils, single lo-n-n-n-g wire an- 
tennas, and faint signals in my 
precious Brandes headphones in 
pre-dawn hours, I doff my cap to 
Earl in wonderment of how he 
managed to get any sleep at all! 
From the Persian poet, Omar 
Khayyam, there is this sage ob- 
servation: "What is it that the 
vintner buys that is half so pre- 
cious as the stuff he sells?" And 
in that same vein | ask, what is it 
in today's world that is even half 
SO awe-inspiring aS was our 
door-opening on the era of wire- 
less? 


With a bow to the demands of 
aging, my xyl and I are "closing 
ranks" with our daughter and 
have taken a smaller property in 
the City of Santa Rosa, CA 
about 30 miles South of Geyser- 
ville. Where we enjoyed a small 
expanse of land in a rural area, 
we now will adjust to less than a 
city lot in an adult "mobile 
home" senior citizen's residence. 
The SOWP address will remain 
the same for the time being for 
convenience, but the office ac- 
tivities were severely disrupted 
by the move. Packing, then un- 
packing, has and is taking a 
heavy toll on efficiency, al- 
though my office space has actu- 
ally increased by a few centime- 
ters squared. I could use some 
help with administrative duties, 
as our Prez, Ben NO6SL, has 
noted. How to integrate help 
without actually increasing my 
workload through added help- 
activity administration, even if it 
were locally available, is another 
matter. Dave Riley, AA1A, has 
been handling the web page for 
some months for which I am 
grateful. 


But a "fly in the database" has 
arisen. If any of our members 
reading this has a good "handle" 
on Microsoft Access97, I would 
welcome some help in dumping 
(a programming term that is 
obliquely the opposite of 
"trashing") our present database 


leap into space? 
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into Access97 so we can accom- 
modate any new members who 
might venture to join us, I would 
much appreciate hearing from 
you. At the ripe number of 
5,700 total members we have en- 
countered the "overrun" point of 
the old DOS (pronounced 
"doss") QuickBASIC program. 
To press beyond spillover is to 
court disaster, so the pressure is 
on. As you may or not remem- 
ber, SOWP membership is auto- 
matically a LIFE membership, in 
that the roster does not lose a 
member who leaves us for any 
reason. A member is either 
"active" or "inactive." All 
names and their vitae will even- 
tually become the centerpiece of 
our "Special Shelf" archive in 
the State Library of California, 
Sacramento. 


And so, 'tis the Season to be 
Jolly -- Ho Ho Ho! We wireless 
pioneers helped shrink world di- 
mensions with our sparks and 
our strange screech and squawks 
out of nowhere, and now we 
must live with what we wrought. 
Are we ready for the next big 
Mars? Will 
CW bridge the communications 
gap? Or will someone come up 
with an Ansibel? (Quantum 
Physics is growing, expanding, 
mind-bending, and the lid of 
Pandora's Box lies open and 
freely accessible.) 


-end- 
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HENRY DALBE’S AS- 
SIGNMENT AS RADIO 
OFFICER ABOARD M/V 


ANASTASIS VESSEL 
by 
Henry G. Dale (SK) 
SOWP 4557-V, N3BNC 


(THIS ARTICLE IS SUBMITTED BY 
WIFE MARIE DALE AND GRAND- 
DAUGHTER SARAH CLAYTON IN 
MEMORY OF HENRY DALE. MR. 
DALE WENT TO BE WITH THE 
LORD ON MAY 11, 2003. HE IS 
SURVIVED BY HIS WIFE MARIE, 
SON GIL, DAUGHTERS ROBBIN 
AND MARGARET, 5 GRAND- 
DAUGHTERS, AND 8 GREAT 
GRANDCHILDREN.) 


After having served as a Radio Officer 
during WWII aboard vessels of the U. 
S. Merchant Marines, I returned as a 
flight Radio Officer employed by 
Trans-World Airlines. In 1957, TWA 
changed their entire method of commu- 
nications by installing Radio Telephone 
transceivers and removing the Radio 
Telegraph transmitters, thus terminat- 
ing all Flight Radio Officers. As tech- 
nology increased, all phases of commu- 
nications began to change, with the in- 
troduction of Global Satellite Position- 
ing equipment. 


At this time in my life, it seemed a vo- 
cational change was needed instead of 
returning to the ocean as a Radio Offi- 
cer. The lives of American families 
were changing very rapidly with the 
advent of the television replacing the 
radio as the primary source of enter- 
tainment. The television sets on the 
market at this time required a lot of ser- 
vice and the future looked bright as a 
service technician, so this vocation was 
practiced until I came to retire at age 
62. 


While working, everyone always thinks 
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that retirement will be enjoyed with 
very few problems. Little did I realize 
how my life would change drastically 
when I learned that my wife Laura 
would fight the battle of trying to over- 
come cancer. After fighting for four 
years, she passed away. 


As each day passed and while I was 
trying to overcome my grief a thought 
flashed through my mind- why not re- 
turn to the waves serving as a Marine 
Radio Officer. I had kept my Radio 
Telegraph License renewed. So after 
passing a very comprehensive physical 
examination and studying to renew my 
Marine Coast Guard License, I quali- 
fied for sea duty in February, 1989. 


The Military Sea Lift Command was in 
need of Radio Officers to serve their 
fleet located at various staging loca- 
tions worldwide. The purpose of the 
organization was to transport military 
equipment. My first assignment was 
Diego Garcia, located in the middle of 
the Indian Ocean. The islands were 


- under control of the British government 


and were leased to the U.S. as a Naval 
Base. I completed one assignment of 
duty there in 1989. 


I met Marie, a lovely Christian lady in 
1989 and our courtship led us into mar- 
riage in January 1990. After a wonder- 
ful Hawaiian honeymoon, it was time 
for another tour of duty. July of 1990 I 
joined the crew of the M/V Williams 
stationed with the Pacific Squadron in 
the island of Guam. While on maneu- 
ver, we received orders to proceed to 
the Persian Gulf. The five ships of our 
Squadron formed a convoy and set sail 
for Singapore to await further orders. 
We left Singapore for the Persian Gulf, 
south of Kuwait. 


Our duty aboard the ship was working 
a double shift handing double the nor- 
mal message traffic because of being 
mobilized in preparations to drive the 
Iraqi army from Kuwait. I was relieved 
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of duty the week before Thanksgiving 
1990 being very happy to return home. 


In the spring of 1994 I applied for duty 
aboard the M/V Anastasis, only to be 
told that a Radio Officer was not 
needed at that time, but that I would be 
put on their wait list. As time passed, I 
wondered if I would ever be called. All 
persons that serve on this ship pay their 
own subsistence or are supported by 
church missions. The M/V Anastasis 
was formerly an Italian cruise vessel 
used in the Mediterranean Sea tourist 
business. It was built after WWII and 
was considered to be a passenger lux- 
ury liner. It was decommissioned in 
the late 1970s and purchased by 
YWAM (Youth With A Mission) in 
1977. 


In March of 1995 I received a package 
from the YWAM headquarters. It was 
exactly the news I had been waiting to 
hear, an assignment for Radio Officer 
aboard the M/V Anastasis. The vessel 
was docked in Ventspils, Latvia with 
my scheduled departure July 25 from 
the U.S. After departing from JFK Air- 
port and making stops in Amsterdam, 
Holland and Warsaw, Poland, I arrived 
24 hours later in Riga, Latvia. I was 
happy to have arrived safely, but the 
welcome party informed me that our 
destination would be another five hour 
drive to Ventspils. The journey 
through the flat countryside of Latvia 
was beautiful with small farms on the 
horizon, displaying well-kept homes. It 
was dark when I finally boarded a great 
white vessel which was to be my home 
for the next four months. I now needed 
twenty hours of bed rest to recoup my 
energy before I felt ready to accept my 
duty responsibilities. 


After being introduced to Captain 


Carter, it was now time to learn the du- 
ties in serving my mission. My first 
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desire was to get acquainted with the 
radio room and all the equipment that 
was used for communications. The 
present Radio Officer was still on 
board and he was responsible for train- 
ing me. 


I was impressed with the latest equip- 
ment that was in use. Some was the 
original and other units were the latest. 
The C/W equipment using 500 KHZ 
and the Auto Alarm was Italian manu- 
factured and still used on the ship as 
the original. The H/F transmitter was a 
Harris, the low and high frequency re- 
ceivers had been replaced with Sony 
solid state technology. The satellite 
dish, used for e-mail and Telex, was the 
same as those on previous ship assign- 
ments. Neville, my supervisor, hadn’t 
kept the notams used for navigation 
and radio frequency changes up to date. 
He assigned me the job, a very tedious 
task of updating the manuals. Another 
job assignment was keeping the auxil- 
iary batteries charged, used to power 
the L/F transmitter. 


The M/V Anastasis was docked in the 
Latvian port of Ventspils on a trip for 
rendering outreach to the missions lo- 
cated in the country. I was not able to 
see any of the port city because every 
spare minute preparing for the task at 
hand was needed. All person assigned 
to the ship were expected to attend non- 
denominational Bible studies to help 
spread the word of the Christian Gos- 
pel. Since the Latvians have regained 
their independence from the Russian 
Communists, the mission churches are 
very active and free to worship as they 
desire. 


While the vessel is docked in European 
countries, it is joined by local YWAM 
staff to help the crew plan an open 
house. The ship is cleaned and dressed 


as . 


up to receive dignitaries of the city and 
to arrange for the local citizens to visit 
the vessel. YWAM is always looking 
for people to serve the ship’s crew. 


FROM VENTSPILS TO ROTTER- 
DAM 


When the Anastasis was docked at 
Ventspils, it was found that expensive 
repairs were needed before it could sail 
to the African Coast. Each year, the 
return voyage to Europe meant the ves- 
sel would undergo a thorough inspec- 
tion with repairs done in Rotterdam, 
Holland. This port is the world’s larg- 
est with repair facilities and dry docks 
capable of all types of maintenance 
work. The ship was registered under 
the British government of Malta with a 
Radio Call sign 9 OHZ. 


Early July 30, 1995, the M/V Anastasis 
departed Ventspils, Latvia sailing the 
Baltic Sea enroute to Rotterdam, pass- 
ing through the Kiel Canal into the 
North Sea. I had been looking forward 
to the opportunity of standing the sea 
watch and operating the radio equip- 
ment. We monitored 500 KHZ band, 
observed the silent periods, copying the 
hydros, and all H/F station traffic lists. 
Neville, my supervisor, explained that 
we shouldn’t expect very many C/W 
messages because most traffic would 
be sent using e-mail and Telex equip- 
ment. The bridge also monitored the 
VHF frequency with dual radar equip- 
ment, with one unit used as backup. 
The ships operating crew consisted 
mostly of British, Dutch, and U.S. 
mariners all required to have maritime 
licenses. The ships total crew consisted 
of other members that made up the 
medical department, missions outreach 
department, and construction battal- 
ions. 


The ships computer system was quite a 
unique arrangement with the very latest 
networking installation. I wrote many 
letters to friends while at sea, but very 
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detailed ones to my wife. Neville, my 
supervisor, explained that to get a hard 
copy printed, I would need to go to a 
central location known as the print 
room to retrieve it. I had typed a long, 
detailed epistle explaining some things 
about the operation of which I wasn’t 
too overjoyed, only to find out later 
that the message was not confidential. 
It was a good thing I wasn’t too vitu- 
perative or they might have invited me 
to leave at the next port of call. 


After being at sea for 24 hours, we 
were approaching the entrance to the 
Kiel Canal which separates Germany 
and Denmark. The journey through the 
canal would be under the supervision 
of canal pilots giving orders on which 
course to steer. During this time, com- 
munications would be handled from the 
bridge using VHF frequencies, thus 
giving the radio officers a chance to 
view the scenery along the canal banks. 
The panorama from the ship decks was 
something to behold. It was a close up 
view of beautiful homes, with gardens 
yielding a bumper harvest, lining the 
canal shore. The canal is 61 miles 
long, and after seven and a half hours 
of sailing, our approach to the North 
Sea appeared on the horizon. 


Everyone on board was looking for- 
ward to seeing Rotterdam the next port 
of call, to visit the magnificent sea port 
and the small Dutch villages. It was 


estimated that the M/V _ Anastasis 


would be dry docked at least three 
weeks for repairs and final inspection. 
This worked out wonderfully, as previ- 
ous arrangements had been made for 
my wife Marie to visit Holland. We 
stayed at the quaint village of Pernise 
near the ship. We enjoyed the hospital- 
ity of the Dutch people and visited the 
many historical sights. One advantage 
of travel in this country is the transpor- 
tation system, which connects the small 
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towns and major cities. The Dutch na- 
tion played a very important role in the 
history and colonization of the United 
States. 


We enjoyed our visit to Holland with a 
soft spot that will always be pleasant 
when remembering our visit. Some of 
the places we visited were Delft, 
Delfthaven- the port that the Pilgrims 
sailed from, the Kinderdyk National 
Park, Schoonhaven- the silver city, and 
many other places too numerous to 
mention. 


FROM ROTTERDAM TO ALE- 
SUND, NORWAY 


The start of the third week of dry dock 
the ship repair was slowly coming to a 
happy finish, a new propeller refur- 
bished, the damaged side section re- 
placed, and the installation of GMDSS 
electronic equipment which would re- 
place the duties of a Radio Officer. 


The itinerary of the Anastasis was pro- 
gressing on schedule with anticipation 
of visiting two Norwegian seaports, 
Alesund and Stavanger. As the sun 
was coming over the horizon on Au- 
gust 28, 1995, all hands were aboard 
the vessel preparing to set sail from 
Rotterdam, Holland. The weather fore- 
cast was favorable for a North Sea 
summer cruise, so we got underway. 
The navigation facilities, radio and 
electronic equipment, engine depart- 
ment, and stewards department re- 
ported good duty performance for the 
entire ship. 


Neville would be on duty this portion 
of the voyage checking the new 
GMDSS equipment (Global Marine 
Distress Service System). This system 
had been adopted by the worldwide 
maritime industry making it possible to 


a6t 


decrease the crew number by one. The 
system was to be in operation on all 
ocean-going vessels by 2000. In other 
words, new technology was eliminating 
the previous method of distress com- 
munications. 


Nearing the completion of our North 
Sea voyage, we approached the sea port 
of Alesund, Norway. As soon as the 
M/V Anastasis was docked, it was 
given a reception and welcome by the 
local YWAM mission, along with the 
mayor and other local dignitaries. Our 
ship’s crew was overjoyed when in- 
formed that all members would be 
treated with sightseeing tours. Near 
Alesund a famous ford was noted for 
being the northernmost vacation spot. 
Neville and I were guests on a one day 
tour with other crew members and a 
guide. We departed early a September 
morning by bus to a small island port to 
board a ferry for a trip upstream. The 
beauty of each mountainside as we 
cruised over three hours would take 


your breath away. 


YOUTH WITH A MISSION AND 
THE M/V ANASTASIS 


The letters YWAM< stand for a Chris- 
tian organization, Youth With A Mis- 
sion, founded in the early 1960s. Its 
purpose is to follow the great commis- 
sion of Mark 16:15, “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” Ht is non-denominational, 
and the people that serve are dedicated 
soldiers of Christ, working toward 
spreading the Gospel. At the present 
time YWAM has established missions 
in 400 locations in 103 countries 
around the world. 


One mission of YWAM is Mercy 
Ships. This division performs one of 
the most humanitarian works in the 
world. They are endowed with a total 
fleet of four ships. The flag ship is the 
Anastasis, which is the largest and most 
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advanced due to its size. It is equipped 
with an operating room for surgery, a 
clinic for eye surgery using the latest 
techniques in cataract surgery and lens 
implants. It also has the latest dental 
equipment. The total number of wards 
can accommodate up to 35 patients. 


For over twelve years, this beautiful 
vessel has been calling on parts of 
Third World countries performing 
medical services for the people of these 
underdeveloped nations. In addition to 
this service, outreach teams go on shore 
with special crews and engineers that 
train and teach the local people how to 
improve sanitation and living condi- 
tions in the villages. 


The total crew of the Anastasis when 
ministering at the various ports of West 
Africa numbers as high as 475. Each 
member’s talents are used in serving 
for the glory of the Lord. The ministry 
will always be in need of crew mem- 
bers. They have need for short term 
crew assignments of three months and 
long term assignments of one year or 
longer. Some of the crew members 
have been living on board for over 
twelve years. 


I want to share with you the wonderful 
Christian attitude of everyone that I 
met on this assignment of DTS, 
“Discipleship Training Service.” Each 
day, a certain time was set aside for 
small individual groups to attend devo- 
tional services. After lunch, devotional 
service was available for all crew mem- 
bers not on duty to attend in the ship’s 
international lounge, the master room 
for services. 


After the completion of this assignment 
and worshipping with people from 35 
nations, I came home accepting total 
faith in our Lord and knowing his grace 
shines on every individual on the planet 
earth, if they would just accept it. 
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ANNUAL SOWP INTERNATIONAL QSO ROUNDUP 


The Annual SOWP International CW Roundup had become an event of considerable popularity among our 
members, providing a reunion among ourselves near the Holiday Season. In addition, the Roundup has 
proven to be an excellent public relations exercise, extending worldwide. 


DATE/TIME: Thursday January 15, 2004 through Saturday January 17, 2004. The Roundup begins 
at19:01 EST (0001 UTC) on the third Thursday of January each year and ends 51 hours, later at 22:00 EST 
(0300 UTC) on the following Saturday. This time period accommodates members who are unable to par- 
ticipate on weekdays, including our overseas members. No participant should feel compelled to operate for 
a period longer or shorter than he or she wishes. Operation is casual permitting us to visit with old friends. 


FREQUENCIES: 
Five amateur bands, 3.5, 7, 14, 21 and 28 MHz are used. A ten (10) kHz portion is allocated at 50 to 60 
kHz up from the low end of the bands. Listen for DX stations +/- 5 kHz above or below these segments. 


MESSAGE EXCHANGE: 

Message content shall be as follows: 

NR: Your SOWP membership number without suffix. (-M, -V, -P, -SGP etc.). 
Your call sign 

Your name or nickname 

QTH: Your State, Province, or Country. 

Example: NR 783 W4HU JOHN VA (sent) 

NR 1853 N6SL BEN LA (received) 

Note: NO CONTACT or QSO NUMBERS ARE TO BE SENT. 


SCORING: 

Each completed exchange with another SOWP member counts ONE (1) POINT. If you contact the same 
station on three (3) bands, add three points to your score. If you contact the same station on four (4) or 
more bands, add four points to your score. 


LOGS: 

Please make your own log sheets or download the log page following. 

For print-out: Include these columns: Band Used Date/Time QSO SOWP NR Rcvd, Call sign of Station 
Worked, Operator's Name, Name of State, Providence or Country. 

The heading of your log sheet should show your own call sign and text of the message you transmitted for 
each exchange - for example NR 881 W8TP TED DE. Your completed log sheets should be forwarded to 
Ben Russell, N6SL, 22161 Hoffman Rd., Mandeville, LA 70471 by February 15, 2004. 


AWARDS: 
Certificates will be presented to the top seven scorers indicating their scoring positions. Certificates of Par- 
ticipation will be seat to all who submit logs showing five (5) or more contacts. 
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WELCOME - NEW 
MEMBERS 


A warm "Welcome Aboard"to 
the following who have joined 
SOWP since our last issue. 


(Add to Section I of your 1998 
Wireless Register). 


DE GEORGE, David L., Sr. 
5697-M_ David/Alene, 727-393- 
7825, 12709 82"4 Ave. N, Semi- 
nole. FEO 33776, ~d¢Ge- 
gor@attglobal.net, USCGC Se- 
bago/NRUF 1959, USCG Gal- 
veston TX/NOY 1960, USCGC 
Cahoone/NRLG 1961, USCGC 
Escanaba/NLUR 1962, USCGC 
Chase/NLPM 1970, USCG Mi- 
ami FL/NMA 1972. 


STEPHEN, Kevin P. 5698-TA 


...../Pattt WSOW ex-KBODBQ, 
303-972-4202, 6417 S. Iris Way, 
LPrvttleton. © Ose mew 
kevins@kstephen.com. 


BENNETT, Jack W. 5699-V 
Jack/Martha W8WEN, 330-821- 
9779, 3591 Mountview Ave., 
Alliance, OH 44601-5355, 
W8WENG@raex.com, (please see 
related New Member article). 


FOSTER, John J. 5700-V John/ 
Marjorie W6KKX, 33831 Med- 
ford Road, Auberry, CA 93601- 
9631, SS Tulane Victory 1945. 


NEWKIRK, Rodnew Harry 
5701-V Rod/Elizabeth W9BRD 


Sy 


& VA3ZBB, 613-7239-2806, 
471 Melbourne Ave., Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada K2A 1W4, US. 
Signal Corps 1941 (please see 
related New Member article). 


NEW MEMBER — 
BENNETT 


Jack Bennett was stationed in 
India during WW-II in 1944 and 
1945. Upon reporting for duty 
he was asked by the base com- 
mander to become a radio opera- 
tor. Upon being told that Jack 
had not attended radio school the 
commander replied that “...that 
doesn’t matter, because his re- 
cords show that he is W8WEN 
and therefore already knows the 
Morse code.” He assigned Jack 
to the flight section. 


Jack operated and performed ra- 
dio service on RB24E, B24-J 
and B-25 planes. He also han- 
dled duties on C46, C47, UC64 
and 2L5’s, although the latter 
three types did not require radio 
operators. He flew during pilot 
training on both the two- and 
four-engine planes. 


He flew rescue missions involv- 
ing forced-down B-29’s and to 
ferry the crews of the downed 
planes back to their bases, as 
well as a mission to search for 
General “Blondie Saunders” 
who went down in a B-25. 


He is now 80 years’ young. 
Working with children, he 
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prepped a computer keyboard to 
sound each key in Morse, and 
surprised the kids after their stint 
at the keyboard, when he would 
call them by name as they typed 
it without his seeing the screen. 
He continues to promote ama- 
teur radio and Morse code. 


NEW MEMBER —- 
NEWKIRK 


In his membership application, 
Rod Newkirk reported he was 
first licensed as W9BRD at age 
14 in Chicago, July, 1937. 
Worked as a civilian CW and 
teletype operator at station 
WAR, War Department Signal 
Center, Washington, D.C., 1941- 
42. U.S. Army Signal Corps ra- 
dio sergeant, 1943-46, Pacific 
duty. Obtained Commercial .1* 
Radiotelephone and 2"! Radio- 
telegraph license for employ- 
ment with Illinois State Police in 
1946. Operated CW and ‘phone 
at amateur station W1AWfor 
ARRL with custodian status, 
Newington, Connecticut, 1947- 
48. Attended American Televi- 
sion Institute, Chicago, 1948-51. 
Worked on publications staff, 
ARRL, West Hartford, Con- 
necticut, 1951-54. Returned to 
Illinois State Police, Chicago 
post, in 1954 as CW and FM op- 
erator/technician, retiring from 
that position in 1986. 


From 1947 through 1978 I was a 


(continued next page) 
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NEW MEMBER - 
NEWKIRK (From Page 8) 


contributing editor to QST, jour- 
nal of ARRL. First wife died in 
1974; four children survive. Met 
eventual second wife Betty, 
VE3ZBB, on 30-meter CW in 
100, We. married in 1997, 
hence my present status as a 
landed immigrant to Canada 
with primary residence here in 
Ottawa and secondary residence 
still in Chicago. 


Incidentally, my supervisor at 
Illinois State Police Radio 
W QPC/KSB47/KSB242 — for 
many years — Ero E. Erickson, 
W9HPJ-KA9DYS — was a proud 
SOWP member and, I believe, 
officer. I also belong to Radio 
Amateurs of Canada, Quarter 
Century Wireless Association, 
Morse Telegraph Club, Antique 
Wireless Association as well as 
American Radio Relay League. 


Thank you for any information 
and instructions you may pro- 
vide. 


Very 73. Cordially 
Rodney H. Newkirk 
5701-V, W9BRD& VA3ZBB 


CORRECTIONS/ 
ADDITIONS TO 
THE WIRELESS 
REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by- 
page basis so they can be 


Dp< 
marked into your personal copy. 


Page 7 — change telephone num- 
ber and address, BOYD, Waldo 
ARE 2958-P WKGDZY ,*707* 545- 
0766, 12 Chapala Drive Santa 
Rosa CA 95403. Note: for 
SOWP Correspondence POB 86, 
Geyserville, CA USA 95441- 
0086 will be good until further 
notice. 


Page 49 -— change address, 
HAUBE, James C. 5103-V, 
W30OER, to 1319 Pacific Ave., 
Natrona Heights, PA 15065- 
1120. 


NEW BOOK - “SPARKS 


WHAT’S GOING ON?” 


On February Ist, 1999, radio- 
telegraph service on board ships 
ended. The radio officers were 
no longer needed and left the 
ships, and the majority of coast- 
stations stopped their services. 
The grand era of the transmis- 
sion of messages by Morse code 
had lasted almost 100 years. 


Former German ship's radio offi- 
cer Sylvester Fécking (DH4PB) 
distributed more than 700 copies 
of his CD-album "Radio Tele- 
graphy Worldwide News." In 
many letters the OM's confessed 
that they listened to the re- 
cordings with "tears in their 
eyes," and raved about the tre- 
mendous periods of this profes- 
sion. 
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To prevent oblivion of a total 
profession, he - together with ex- 
colleagues Rolf Marschner 
(DL9CM) and (Dutchman) Hans 
Polak (NL 9694 and ex-PCH) 
collected funny, sad and unbe- 
lievable stories of colleagues 
from all over the world to pub- 
lish them - after 12 years- ina 
book, titled: “Sparks what's go- 
ing on?” 


In 300 pages, A5 format, 64 col- 
leagues from 20 nations tell 
more than one hundred, partly 
illustrated, stories in the English 
language. For examples, there is 
the story of Disaster Hinnerk, 
Legendary Tugboat Captain 
Kalkman, Radio officer with a 
Service Bicycle, Football on Ice, 
Stool Samples in Jam Pots, Par- 
rot Smuggle, Drive by Taxi to 
the "Consulate," The good old 


Goldfranc, A Canary Saved 
from Distress, About the 
"Schlackertaste" (Vibroplex- 


Morse-key), and many dramatic 
and funny stories of life at sea 
and at the coastal stations. 


The publishing of this book is on 
a non-profit basis, and the au- 
thors willingly declined the au- 
thor's fee. However, we will 
make a gift: This gift may be 
done to preserve the memory of 
sea-wireless radio, 1.e. to a mu- 
seum or another means of pres- 
ervation concerning radio com- 
munication at sea, or radio offi- 
cer's lives. 


(continued next page) 
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NEW BOOK - “SPARKS 
WHAT’S GOING 
ON?” (From Page 9) 


The book will be issued on the 
5O'th anniversary of the 
"Seefunkkameradschaft BRE- 
MEN" (R/O comradeship), on 
August 30th, 2003. 


There is something for every- 
body\\"*Sperhapsv sel t= 
experienced - and for EUR 13.00 
(plus postage and packing). 


For ordering information: Syl- 
vester Fécking DH4PB, Worm- 
ser Strasse 16, D 55276 Oppen- 
heim, Germany 


Information: www.seefunker.de 
E-mail: foecking@main-rheiner. 
de 


MEMBER 


CORRESPONDENCE 
Hi Waldo, 


I always enjoyed the old "Sparks 
Journal," packed as it was with 
interesting info, and the stories 
related by the old time ops really 
tugged at me. As a kid all I 
wanted to do was ship out as a 
radio operator. I was sure within 
a week of graduating high school 
I'd be aboard ship. I had been a 
ham since age 14, got my second 
class telegraph license at 16 and 
all | dreamt about was shipping 
out. This was in 1954 and I had 
taken little notice of the effect 


=i) O. 


the ending of the Korean conflict 
had on the demand for R/O's. So 
my plans never worked out. I 
went into mechanical engineer- 
ing instead, working in the elec- 
tronics field doing the mechani- 
cal design and packaging of RF 
equipment. It was an enjoyable 
and rewarding career. I had a lot 
of fun and was fortunate to have 
worked with some of the nicest 
and most interesting people 
imaginable. 


I retired a few years ago and 
now spend a lot of time re- 
searching the many early wire- 
less stations that operated here- 
abouts on Long Island, NY. 
Marconi had set up one of his 
earliest nght in my home town 
of Babylon back in 1902. Tele- 
funken opened its first trans- 


Atlantic station in Sayville in 


1912 and its call was WSL. 
That should be a familiar one to 
many of our members although 
its not too likely they worked 
THAT WSL. That WSL was 
taken over by the US Navy when 
we entered WW-1 in 1917. The 
Navy operated it as NDD until 
the property was leased to Mac- 
kay Radio in 1928 (which reac- 
quired the call WSL for its ma- 
rine operation). In 1936 Mackay 
moved its point-to-point opera- 
tion a few miles to Brentwood 
where it occupied an 1,100 acre 
site. WSL went QRT in 1984 
and p-p closed down in 1986. 
Sad to say, not much remains to 
remind us of those stations. [| 
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worked for many years in the in- 
dustrial complex that now occu- 
pies Mackay's old Brentwood 
site and to my knowledge, not 
one marker, not one map, not a 
single memento exists in that 
whole industrial park as a re- 
minder of its radio history. 


Are back issues of Sparks Jour- 
nal available? If so, I'd appreci- 
ate it if you'd apprise me of 
prices, etc. 


735 
George Flanagan, 
5426-TA, W2KRM 


(response to above) 


TNX OM for the memories. 
There are a few copies of Sparks 
Journal in storage, but two or 
three issues are all gone except 
for what we must save for pos- 
terity archives. I'll be posting a 
list of what's available in the 
WW Beacon soon, so watch for 
it. I hope to make them avail- 
able for a postage donation, but 
don't send that yet. The originals 
are labor-intensive to send first 
class, as they must be packaged, 
and willing helpers are far too 
many miles distant. Also, when 
we get the Web Page running 
smoothly again I intend to make 
a niche there for reprinting some 
of those stories. Even that will 
be labor-intensive since the old 
journals are printed in oversize 


(continued next page) 
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MEMBER CORRESPON- 
DENCE (From Page 10) 


format and thus are no small 
chore to "scan" with modern 8.5 
x 11 equipment. 


73 
Waldo Boyd 
2958-P, K6DZY 


SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP 
members as they join our Chap- 
ter Eternal. We send our sincere 
sympathies to those they held 
dear. 


BABBITT, Howell N. 3723-V, 
WoibO@ Tempe AZ.) 15 July 
2003, age 88, no details. Re- 
ported via e-mail by Richard L. 
Thomas. 


BALCH, Raymond D. 4807-V, 
K6VX, San Jose, CA. No date 
or details. Reported in OST, Au- 
gust 2003. 


BATY, C. Walter 3317-V, 
WB7VOP, Brookings, OR. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, August 2003. 


BROWN, Norman E. 0675-V, 
WAOBLU, Fresno, CA. No date 
or details. Reported in Spark 
Gap Times, October 2003. 


DESVEAUX, Paul H. 3775-V, 
WBIHBX, Hampden, ME. No 


“16 Pe 


date or details. 
OST, August 2003. 


Reported in 


DOWLING, Kenneth T. 5122- 
V, Santa Maria, CA. 27 May 
2003, no details. Served on S.S. 
George L. Baker (1943), SS. 
Musa Pacific (1955) and S.S. 
James Oliver (1956). Reported 
in OST, October 2003. 


EBERLEIN, Don W6YHM, 4 
December 2003, stroke age 83. 
Reported by Frank Glass, K6RQ 


HIX, Albert H. 4028-V, W8AH, 
Charleston, WV. 25 June 2003, 
no details. Reported in ORZ DX 
02 July 2003. 


KAISER, Fred 4972-SGP, 
WA4HHO, Atlanta, CA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, October 2003. 


LYFORD, Thornton 2659-V, 
WOQIK, Arden Hills, MN. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QOCWA Journal, Fall 2003. 


McALLISTER, Mayo J. 2362- 
V, WOCW, Leawood, KS. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, September 2003. 


MEESE, Russell, Jr. 4936-V, 
W8RQ, Allen Park, MI. No date 
or details. Reported in QST, 
September 2003. 


MELLINGER, Paul R. 5588-P, 
NI6P, Auburn, CA. No date or 
details. Reported in OST, Octo- 
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MEWHORTER, William J. 
5189-V, NSQB, Midland, TX. 
No date or details. Reported in 
OST, November 2003. 


PARKE, John T. 3451-V, 
WAO6BRI, Victorville, CA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, October 2003. 


SCHON, Henning 4924-V, 
SM7FYK, Malmo, Sweden. 15 
August 2003, age 83, no details. 
Reported in magazine OTC No- 
vember 2003. viae Bertil  B. 
Persson 4128-M, SM6AUM 


SCHWAB, Frank 1226-V, 
W80OK, Dayton, OH. No date or 
details. Reported in OST, Au- 
gust 2003. 


SHAW, Will A. 0534-V, 
WSARV, Venus, TX. No date 
or details. Reported in OST, Au- 
gust 2003. 


ZERLANG, Frederick L. 3079- 
P, W6DHE, Eureka, CA. No 
date or details. Reported on 
SOWP West Coast CW Net 18 
September 2003 


Silent Key Reporting 


Please send reports to SOWP 
Exec. Secretary Waldo T. Boyd., 
P.O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA 
95441-0086. If available, in- 
clude date, age of deceased and 
cause of passing. 
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MORSUM MAGNIFICAT TO CLOSE 
Zyg Nilski, GJOKD 


(From Morsum Magnificat, the Morse Magazine, 
November 2003). 


I am sorry to announce that, unless someone else 
can be found to take it over, MORSUM MAG- 
NIFICAT will close with issue 89. This means 
that there are 3 issues to go including this one. I 
am having considerable difficulty in producing 
these to the normal deadlines, but they will be de- 
livered. 


Back issues, specialist books and MM binders 


} 
il 
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\ 


(designed to hold 12 issues per binder) will con- 
tinue to be for sale while stocks last. 


Please do not stop the flow of articles, letters, pic- 
tures etc. I will do my best to include these in the 
last issues. I also have a number of articles in 
preparation here that would be available for any- 
one who would like to take over MM. 


The Web Site will be maintained for the foresee- 
able future. (Ed. www.morsemag.com). 


If any individual or group is interested in taking 
on the magazine, please contact me. 
Zyg Nilski, GJOKD 
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